6/17/70 

Dear Pb.il, 

Prior to bearing from you or gary stout the girl, in response to a 
letter from bar in which she said my correspondence did her more good teat ter 
shriek, who she hstes, I told her it was time to stop talking sad start doing 
and asked her to do certain writing for me. I also told bar 3be was still "being 
untruthful, detonated by sorrowing over hersslf, and all of this was negative. 

I’ll see whs ttito result is .This i 3 one of the wore proficient liars, sol 
really do not know if she really has been on the hard stuff or of her accounts 
of it are pert of ter being ^Vlden Caulfield, girl style. 

To me, aayfcuse of any such drugs is a manner of copping out, so I’ve had - 
no experience with it or its practitioners. I am satisfied tnst when. I kne w her 
she was at least on some form of speed or bennies, probably more, but I saw 
enough of her body in the hot N.O. summer to be satisfied that unless she could 
inject her own buttocks she was not then shooting anything* She did then have 
a most serious orthopaedic problem, tells me it continues and that the prognosis - 
for surgery, recommended and rejected, was not comforting. 

Your advice confirms .my own fears and is consistent with what M had 
already decided. She says, for whatever it means, she wants to ceme here* when she 
is clean, not until then, so she, will not be a great burden. Pert of her problem 
is her home life and another part is that she cannot now escape it, being, unem- 
ployable. She is not without a means of making a living when she is physically 
and emotionally up to it. She is an 2-ray technician. % own checking of ner 
elfeiited tns opinion of other professionals with whom she worked that she is good 
at it. She apparently can use one leg but little. 3ut I am handicapped in evaluating 
by the certain knowledge she lies, even when' no useful purpose is served thereby. 

I wish 2 knew more about the facilities available for her -in' -the N.O. 
ares, but I am.; also- certain that ; she ’ll not kick this es long as she is. there, for 
she’d' have no trouble finding whatever she needs or wants with a phone call. Ihihh 
means more problems. She;was;at;.^Paui8,-' but' not long enough, her parents not 
being able' to swing the rest o f ithe recommended tespitalisation* Her shrink is 
names Bees, apparently tells her mother everything she says, which is bad, for 
tne kid and her mother never got alo^jg,: and the mother throws everything up to her. 

I had wondered about the advisability of letting her come her for e visit while 
she is on methadone, assuming she is, to give me a chance to make an evaluation, . 
see what physical changes, if my, hav taken place, and what her attitudes really a 
are. My request that she report to me tho £iychistrlc diagiosos led to lttlo but 
generalities, including paranoia (which I teubfc, unless it is hidden under sehizo) , 
Above all, I want to determine whether she is reelly going to make a serious effort, 
for if sne isn’t, .... I cannot waste the time. 

This kid had a remarkable expressiveness, in the lingo of her peers, and 
could do a real job of communicating 'ith them, which can be converted into, both 
income and usefulness. She lacks the techniques and the; experience, but has a : ‘ ’ 
natural flair for it. She is really sharp, too. .^n the other side, without my 
ever learning how and despite her apologies for telling me so many lies, Vie has 
; led me to some of the best information I. have gotten. I am baffled when I ask myself 
hoe she knew. I took her word for nothing. ;And nothing I checked out didn’t check 
outl s ome, of course, was Vo wild 1 didn’t try. What seemed reasonable was true. It 
is that simple. 1 still want t$ learn how she knew these tilings, for tteb also 
could be valuable. Some day we 11 be together again and I’ll tell you all of it. 

She has practically given me tWo novels t Best to you both, and thanks. 



